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Application No. 10/748,118 Doci<et No.: 320529567US 

FOR INTERVIEW PURPOSES ONLY DO NOT ENTER 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS 

1. (Currently Amended) An electronic rebate system configured for 
processing a manufacturer's rebate that is provided to a purchaser of a product, said 
system comprising: 

at least one electronic tag device associated with products made available for 
purchase, wherein each distinct product has at least one electronic tag 
physically connected thereto, and wherein said electronic tag stores 
p rod uct-identif ication-i nf ormation ; 

at least one electronic reading device configured to retrieve information from said 
electronic tag; 

a first computer in communication with said electronic reading device configured 
to retrieve said product-identrfication-information stored in the electronic 
tag associated with a product being purchased by a customer at a point of 
sale and for which a manufacturer's rebate applies solely as a result of 
purchase of the product; 

said first computer further configured to use said product-identification- 
information to acquire rebate-claim-information so that the customer may 
receive the manufacturer's rebate; 

said first computer further configured to communicate with a second computer 
and to transfer to said second computer said rebate-claim-infomriation and 
wherein said transfer occurs substantially contemporaneously with the 
purchase; and 

wherein said second computer is configured to process and validate a rebate 
claim with said rebate-claim-informatlon, and transfer rebate-claim-status 
information to said first computer, 
wherein said first computer is further configured to^ 

responsive to receiving, from the second computer, rebate-claim-status 
information indicating that the rebate claim has been approved, 
displav a rebate approved message at the point of sale, and 
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responsive to receiving, from the second computer, rebate-claim-status 
information indicating that the rebate claim has been denied, 
displav a rebate denial message at the point of sale communioat e 



sa i d r e bate o l a i m status i nformat i on to th e custom e r, where i n said 
r e bat e c l aim statu s- i nformat i on is ono of real t i m o i nformat i on or 



near rea l t i m e infonnat i Q fl. 



27. (Currently Amended) A method perfonmed by a computing system having 
a processor for electronically making a claim for a manufacturer's rebate that is provided 
by a manufacturer upon purchase of a product, said method comprising: 

receiving from an electronic reading device product-Information stored in an 
electronic tag physically connected with a purchased product at a point of 
sale of the product, the product-information indicating product- 
identlflcatlon-information; 

acquiring rebate-claim-information for making a claim for the manufacturer's 
rebate available to a customer solely for purchase of the product using at 
least part of said product-ldentification-information, wherein said 
manufacturer's rebate is a real-time manufacturer's rebate offer or a near 
real-time manufacturer's rebate offer; 

i initiating a data transfer of said nebate-claim-information to a second computer; 

1 receiving rebate-claim-status information from said second computer after said 

' second computer has processed and validated the f obate claim with said 

' rebate-claim-information, wherein said rebate-claim-status information is 
one of real-time information or near real-time information; and 

i communicating said rebate-claim-status information at the point of sale. 

68. (Currently Amended) A method performed by a computer system having 
a processor, comprising: 

determining by the computer system that a consumer is interested in a product; 
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transmitting to a second computer associated with a representative of a 
manufacturer of the product an identification of tirie product; 

receiving from tlie second computer a first rebate for the product; 

transmitting to a third computer information indicative of the product, a first price 
for the product wherein the first price accounts for the first rebate, and a 
second price wherein the second price is a price for a competitor's 
product, wherein ttie third computer is associated with a representative of 
a manufacturer of a competitive product; 

receiving from the third computer a second rebate for the competitor's product; 

transferring to the third computer rebate-claihi-information wherein the transfer 
occurs substantially contemporaneously with a purchase of the 
competitor's product and the third computer is configured to process and 
validate a rebate claim with the rebate-claim-information, and transfer 
rebate-claim-status information to the computer system, and 

communicating the rebate-claim-status information to the consumer, wherein the 
rebate-claim-status information is one of real-time infonnation or near real- 
time information. 
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REMARKS 

Claim 27 recites "communicating said rebate-claim-status information at the point 
of sale." The Office Action relies on Postrel at ^ [0067] as disclosing this feature. 
(Office Action, April 21, 2011, Page 12.) The instant application was filed on December 
30, 2003. Postrel was filed on April 28, 2004 and is a continuation-in-part of U.S. Patent 
Application No. 10/608.736, filed on June 27, 2003, now U.S. Patent No. 6,820,061, 
which itself is a continuation of U.S. Patent Application No, 09/602,222, filed on June 
23, 2000, now U.S. Patent No. 6,594,640. Applicants are unable to find support for 
Tl [0067] of Postrel in U.S. Patent Application No. 09/602,222 or U.S. Patent Application 
No. 10/608,736. Thus, unless the Office Is able to establish that the pertinent passages 
from Postrel find support in an earlier application, the earliest priority date attributable to 
U [0067] of Postrel Is April 28, 2004. 

Claim 1 now recites "wherein said first computer is further configured to, 
responsive to receiving, from the second computer, rebate-claim-status information 
indicating that the rebate claim has been approved, display a rebate approved message 
at the point of sale, and responsive to receiving, from the second computer, rebate- 
claim-status infomnatlon Indicating that the rebate claim has been denied, display a 
rebatd denial message at the point of sale." The Office Action relies on Quinlan at 
^ [0016], Figure 3, and Figure 6 as disclosing "communicat[ing] said rebate^lalm-status 
information to the customer." (Office Action, April 21 ,2011, Page 4.) These portions of 
Quinldn describe and Illustrate systems and techniques for "processing one or more 
product marketing rebate claims submitted by a consumer in satisfaction of one or more 
rebate offers." (Quinlan, H [0016] and Figure 3.) Quinlan's "rebate processing method 
comprises providing a designated site connected to a global computer information 
network and accessible by the consumer." (Quinlan, 1I[0016].) "The designated site 
may be accessible to the consumer by a computer... or via a telephone." (Quinlan, 
H [0016].) In some cases, Quinlan's system may credit a consumer's "designated card" 
after "validat[ing] [a] rebate claim." (Quinlan, Figure 6.) Quinlan, however, provides no 
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indication that a "rebate approved message" or a "rebate denial message" is displayed 
"at the! point of sale," as claim 1 now recites, 

jciaim 68 recites "transmitting to a third computer information indicative of the 
producit" and "receiving from the third computer a second rebate for the competitor's 
product." The Office Action relies on Banerjee at H [0007], 1I[00231, and Figures 1, 3, 
and 4 as disclosing these features. (Office Action, April 21 , 201 1 , Page 25.) Applicants 
respedtfully disagree that the relied-upon portions of Banerjee describe these features. 
The rdlied-upon portions of Banerjee describe a technique for "resetting the value of a 
coupoh" in response to receiving a "request for valuation of a coupon." (Banerjee, 
T[ [00017].) The coupon value may be derived from a "nnarket demand 
value. [.determined" based on "retailer inventory, competitor pricing, current and 
anticipjated competitor inventory, competitor advertising spending, cyclical buying 
trendsj, and economic indicators." (Banerjee, Tl[0007].) In determining the market 
demand value, Banerjee also describes assessing a "discount coupon value for [a] 
comparable product from the second closest competitor." (Banerjee, 1[[00231.) 
However, Banerjee does not transmit any rebate for the "comparable product." Rather, 
Banerjee simply uses information pertaining to the comparable product (e.g., "pricing" 
and "coupon value") to determine a value for a coupon associated with another product. 
Thus, Quinlan neither describes nor suggests "transmitting to a third computer 
inforrriation indicative of the product" and "receiving from the third computer a second 
rebate for the competitor's product," as claim 68 recites. 
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